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DISPLAY OF PLUMB BOBS

Author: Wolf Ruecker www.plumbbobcollectors.info

Dear Fellow Collector,

Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS,

As always, | am searching for new material and information associated with plumb bobs.
Please feel free to share new photos, catalogs, articles or stories of a personal nature

| welcome inputrfom fellow collectors!

Wolf
DISPLAY OF PLUMB BOBS
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1. INTRODUCTION detaib.

Todd, | thank you for sharing these photos

This newsletter will show you thdisplay of with the community of plumb bocollectors
plumb bobs from an American collector worldwide.

To learn more how other collectors
presented their beauties, pleassit my
website www.plumbbobcollectors.infoand
go to subpage EXHIBITIONS/DISPLAYS.
There you find my presentation from our
meeting in Paris 2008

SHOWROOMS, DISPLAYS and SHOW
CASES from 20+ plumb bob collectors.

2. COLLECTION FROM Todd G,
Seattle, U.S.A.

Since one year | have contact to a collector
in the northwest of America. Recenthe
sent me a bunch of pictures frahe display

of his collection and gave them free for
publication.

Some of theml selected and showhem
below by addng some information and
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At the first view there are a lot of massive and
heavy brass plumb bobs. A lot of collectors love
this type of plumb bobs and the price is not at the
lower end of the scalg . (too expensive for me)
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Copy from TRANSACTIONS MINING 1895:

Fig. 2 represents my “ winged” plumb-bob. T think it would
be highly serviceable in shafts not more than 200 or 300 feet in
depth. As a final measure, I obtained from Messrs. Gurley a side
telescope, which A. S. Aloe & Co., of St. Louis, attached to my
transit. In order to adjust the instrament thoroughly, I suspended
one of my “ winged ” plumb-bobs in oil, with fine piano-wire, from
a high trestle, on which I adjusted the axis on the standards after
having adjusted the line of collimation in the main telescope. [T

Fia. 2,

Winged Plumb-Bob.

Other type ofawinged plumb bob

PLUMBING DOWN A SHAFT 297

and the form shown in Fig. 135 is a good one,
since it prevents rotary as well as lateral oscilla-
tions. It should hang near the top of the ves-
sel as the wire will be in a high state of tension
and will stretch considerably. A mark should
also be made on the wire showing how far the
bob is above the bottom of the vessel.

The liquid must be a true one (not a mud
or slime) and it must be neither too limpid nor
too viscous; for in the former case it will not »
stop the oscillations within a reasonable period, /\
and in the latter the bob may not reach the cen-
tral position quickly enough. The amplitude Fig. 135, Tvee
of the vibrations of the plumb-bob decreases in 0¥ PLumb-Bos
a fixed ratio with equal increments of time, and :.?J‘s;zn ll\-}z}:;g:«l:
the viscosity of the fluid should be such as to Doww A Suarr.
make each oscillation, say, about one-quarter
of the preceding.

from PRINCIPLES OF SURVEYING 1907

Even whenthis onei s c¢cl ai med #Atr
may also be a modification for mining
plummets, as thaext drawings show.fi wi n g e g
pl umb bobso are used t
in a liquid to come quicker to rest.

Especially in deep sha# for the mining
surveying.

Bob 8 + 24
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W EMERY
JULY 31 1844
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This was just a selection of the quantity of nice
and huge brass plumb bobyem the collection
of Todd G

| also saw on the pictures somwiler plumb bobs
of interest:

This one is marked: THE BOSS BOB PAT

PEND

3 %/8" longy
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Since | have published in 2007 50 newsletters
with patented plumb bobs, | know the patent of
this plumb bob

The BOSS bhob is patented by Alfred E.
BOSSERDET May 3, 1927 patent numbe

US 1,626,717

You can find the full patent letter by

searching on GOOGLE or in the American
Patent Office.

UHITE.D STATBS PATENT UFFICE
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brass shect
metal

cap with slot
rotates

to allign with
groove

for string

The details of these two plumb bobs remember ¢é a ntd the weltknownfixing point of the line

me to the special system of tHBERGMANN of mercuryfilled patented STARRETT bobs:
TOOL Buffalo N Y capé ' _

Ho. 833,699, PATENTED 0CT. 16, 1906
. - L. 8 STARRBIT. - ;

PLUMB BOB.
APPLIOATION FILED FEB. T, 1000.
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The bobs 70 and 7
are the welknown
speed bb design
patent US des pat
198470 Joseph
PRUTCH 1964 with
t he speci
b r a kvighotwo half
fipeanut.

Bobs 70+71

More information
about he patented
KNAUS AUTO-

BOB (bob 5) and
the PTI remake
from China (see
fig. below right)

that is on the
market since a
short time | will

give soon in my

newsletter.
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Now some series of mechanigdimb bobs: On the left side you see two BUEBUFF
SUVERKROR plumb bobs.

STARRETT mercury filled:

are fixed to a
business card
that BUFF sent
to his clients.

Some PBs with internal reel.
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For nmore information about thee excellent
plumb bobs visit my website on subpage
ALEISTNER and HEIMBACH) to read the
story.

The German Art of Metalwork 0

St. Louis and St. Charles Missauri

By Nelson Denny and Mike Urness
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This RIDELY
combination tool
(chalk line and plumb
bob) has a very special
handlethat is also used
as NAIL to fix the
chalk line a the
beginning. So it card
get lost.

Also the wiper and stoppesystem is very
special.

W. B, GAVILIEE,
FLEME MIE AND SEALE LUNE BILDER
APPLESATION PELTL LFY, i, igh

808,848, Pabeated Jas, 12, 1500,

*NOLLYVD
‘L8

-
The patent is
from 1909

More info on
demand or
on my web
site

ARVEN TR
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”&m'é

.
et

RIDGELY CATALOGUE 1912 page 15 detail

COMBINATION

Plumb Bob and Chalk Line

No. 522 — Self-chalking chalk line and
plumb bob combined—made of steel and
brass, highly nickeled and beautifully finish-
ed throughout, Cut No. 1 shows it in use.
No. 2 shows detail. Line is attached to winder
“A,” which can be pulled out of bob and
pushed into wall. “B” is set screw controll-
ing dogs which hold line anywhere wanted.
*“C” is reservoir for chalk, which is filled in a
second but cannot leak.

Size 3 in. long, 1% in. diam., wght, 12 oz. 20
feet of line attached and shipped fuil of chalk
ready for use. Price per doz., $20.00.

Plumb Bobs

No. 520, malleable iron, nickeled, wght. S
oz. per doz., $2.00. No. 521—Steel turned
lathe and absolutely perfect. Polished and
nickeled—the best bob made, wght. 6 oz. per
doz., $2.40.
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And now a pair of very huge MINING
PLUMMETS.

Details about mining plummets you will find in
my newsletter 20003.

" F. B. FINK INSTRUMENT C

@ 105 NoRTH ElcHTH sT. ©
8T. LOUIS

And then there are a lot of boxes with other
plumb bobs (perhaps in these boxes are also
some plumb bobs of intest, but | found not the
time to check them all
Only mentionedh few PerfectionGoodeltPratt
Stanley, English onieshaped plumb bobssix-
sided (cad roll), colored depth measuring bobs
etc.

! GOODELL - PRATT COMPANY I

Plumb Bobs

These Plumb Bobs are made to satisly the
most particular workmen. The Bodies are
brass, knurled, polished, and nickel plated,
and filled with heavy metal to give the re-
quired weight. The points are steel, tem-
pered, ground, and polished. Every one is
turnished with six feet of laid twine.

Price, Each
No. 539. 8 ounces. .... (ruewx) $1.25
No. 540. 12 ounces..... (rurre) 170
No. 541. 16 ounces. . ... (xoruv)  1.80

Packed one in & pasteboard box.
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| think every collector has such boxés
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If you would send me some photos of your
collection, |1 would be happy to give my
comments.
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