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1. INTRODUCTION

Dear Fellow Collectas;

| was asked recentlyy a Fellow Collector from the United Stateswrite about English plumb bobs. My
fir st reactiorwas that lhave insufficient informatioto fill 10 pageson this subjectLater, after searching
my archived found moreillustrationsof tools from England and the countries of the former British
Commonwealth. Additionallyin my box of catibgue pages | found enougtaterialto starta newsletter on
this topic. Riccardo Chetoni from Italy is preparing a book about English Plumb Bobis wilitbe a while
before it is ready for publicatiofrinally, | asked some friends to support me witttgres.Thus, hanks to
Nelson in ConnecticuRiccardo in Itay, Karl-Heinz in GermanyRichard in Walesnd all the other Fellow
Collectors who helped me to write and illustrate this issue.

Ultimately, | assembledo much material, that | decided toid& the articleon this subjecinto two parts.
This monthl will deal with EnglishPlumb Bobsfrom the BRITISH ISLES, &rt 1, then next month, English
Plumb Bobs from the Former Members of BRITISH COMMONWEALTH, Part 2. Australia, New
Zealand, Indiaad Canada.

Unfortunately | have no histories of thefimakersd at hand. Hopefully this N
those readers who have information to contribute it to the cause of a better understanding of English
manufactured plumb bobs.
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2. WHAT IS INTERESTING IN ENGLISH PLUMB BOBS?

| asked some Fellow Collectonghy they love Englishlpmb bds Here are thanswes.

- DIVERSTY AND \ARIETY OF SHAPES

- BEAUTIFUL SHAPES

- Highly ORNATED

- WELL MADE

- POLISHED BRASS

- HEAVY

- BEAUTIFULLY FORMEDBODIES

- REFINED

- AN UNUSUALVARIETY OF MATERIALS such as BRASS, IVORY, IRON, WOOD

Etc.

AndNeIsonwroteme YOU KNOW, | CANOGT THI NK OF A COUNTRY T
PLUMB BOBS FROM RARE MATERIALS, NEVER INTENDED FOR USE AS TOOLS, SOMETIMES
REFERRED TO AS AGENTL ©ORMUVIED BOR DECDBATVE OR EEHREMONIAL
USESééél THI NK THAT THI'S IS REALLY WHERE ENGLANI

| agree with tlse statementsompletely.Below | will let speak the pictures for themselves.

3. ENGLAND: makers

3.1. CHESTERMAN Sheffield

(L\ESTER&M
5\»*‘“ SHEFFIELD

.........

Brass, with Screw Cap and Steel Point

No. [ & L} 1 160z

1740 12/6 15 19, | 22/ each
| |

JAMES CHESTERMAN & CO. LTD., SHEFFIELD 11 ENGLAMND

CATALOGUE 1934
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3.2. COOKE, TROUGHTON & SIMMS

"LONDON, Y O R K A N D CAPE TO WN

COOKE
' M
TROUGHTON R

& SIMMS
p 47; unknown date

5233 S234.6 S238 S241
7 §233. PLUMMET, gun metal, with steel point, ' carrot "’ shape as fig. above,
fitted with 5 ft. of waterproof silk cord. complete with suspension hook
. and grip washer. Weight 8 ozs. ... £0 6 0
/ S234, Ditto, ditto Weight 12 ozs. £0 7 0
§235. Ditto, ditto Weight 16 ozs. ... £0 10 O
5236. . itto, ditto Weight 32 oz, ... £0 15 ¢

$237. 17‘LUMMET TAPE SUSPENDED, as 5233, but gnmg mstantly height
of instrument above ground - £015 0
»/5238., PLUMMET, steel, cylir.drical, I- 1)') ins. d1a “1th core pomt without
’ ; cord. \VeAght 12 ozs. ... £0 4 6
'$239. PLUMMET, PATENT SELF-WINDING facxlxta.tes 1d]ustment of the
74 plummet in the field. Ad; iscment to 1& in. When not in use the cord
L is automatically weund up ..side the body. Corded ready for use.
Weight 15 ozs. £0 19
§240. PLUMMET CCRD, specia. silk \\ate‘moot per reel of 50 yids. £0 16
- 3241. PLUMMET, MERCURIAL TYrL, nickel-plated steel.  Advantages are—
great weight in proporticn to size and low centre of gravity. Provided
with braided silk cord, 1 in. dia., 16 ¢z. £0 15 0

(=]

The MERCURY in the cat looks = S
like STARRET USA.

S239 self winding is unknown
to me.
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3.3. RICHARDKELL
(Description from an Ebay auctigrwith permission. Thanks
Richard Kell Toolmaker
Northumberland, in the north of England, is the home of Richard Kedllo | ma k e r . Richar do
brass tools are not only a pleasurdédold but are also very ingenious. Each tool is crafted by Richard
himself inhis small workshop and atlof time and attention goes into each individpialce.
Richard Kell is a designer and craftsman who is known for his integrity o€fafesmanship. He is known
for designing simple, useful tools such as #hbsolutely beautiful plumb bob. If he piiis name on a tool,
it is deemed tdave passed his stringent benchmark test diitfteeststandard and qualitythis quaint
plumb bob comes exquisitely encased in a firezbfted brassannister, with a tweimmed engraved rings
on both ends. The cantes isjust over 2" tall. The plumb bob is about 1 2/8" long and 5/8" in diameter and
it is connected to the lid of the cannister with a very fine strong line. It fraslyaetched finial. The top of
the plumb bob unscrews out for any need lifi@ chamge. For safekeeping, the plumb bob is lowered tip
first into a solidinner stand which carries a rounded indentation which has been cama@mbtoodate the
tip of the plumb bob snugly.

>

. =
Wiy,

-

Picture right: from my
collection a similar looking
plumb bob with some
technical equipment.
Unmarked
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3.4. MARPLES

WII MARPI.ES & SONS

INCORPORATING
THOMAS IBBOTSON & CO. and JOHN MOSELEY & SON.

ﬁ' Hibernia Works, SHEFFIELD. Q

LONDON OFFICE: 15 lvy Lane, E.C. Tance wan

A

vvvvvvvvv

4255 4250 4252
Plumb Bob. Plumb Bob. Plumb Bob.

WILLIAM MARPELS & SONS LTD, SHEFFIELD ; page 122

MANUFACTURERS OF

TOOLS FOR ALL TRADES

Teiesaams Canves,
MARPLES, SHEFFIELD. ABC Coss s,

THINTHENTIE EDITION, b

3.5. MILITARY

Plumb bobs or instruments in military use are marked with AM
(AIR MINISTRY)and the CROWNr with E arrow B.
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