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THE PLUMB LEVELS (18 pp) 
 

1. GENERAL 

2. SHAPES 

3. MATERIAL 

4. ADVANTAGES 

5. THE USE 

6. PATENTS 

7. PLUMB LEVELS IN CATALOGUES 

8. PICTURES FROM COLLECTIONS 
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NEW WEBSITE www.plumbbob.de  (4pp) 
 

1. Content of the website for plumb bob collectors 

2. www.plumbbob.de 
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MINING PLUMMETS (20 pp) 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. MINE SURVEYORS AT WORK 

3. GERMAN MINING MUSEUM 

4. PLUMB BOBS FROM DOMINIT 

5. DOMINIT MINING LAMP Type BOM 

6. AMERICAN MINING PLUMMETS 
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HYPSOMETERS (20 pp) 
 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. TREE HIGHT MEASURING 

3. FAUSTMANN’S MIRROR HYPSOMETER 

4. AMERICAN CATALOGUES 

5. GERMAN CATALOGUES 

6. UNIVERSITY DRESDEN GERMANY 

7. COLLECTION WOLF RUECKER 

8. OTHER SHAPES 

9. HOW OLD IS MY FAUSTMANN HYPSO 

10. CONCLUSION 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

ABOUT PLUMB BOBS OF THE WORLD (11 pp) 
 

 

1. Why we need plumb bobs? 

2. How long have plumb bobs been in use? 

3. What trades use plumb bobs? 

4. What are the basic shapes of plumb bobs? 

5. Are different shapes of plumb bobs favored in 

 different countries? 

6. What materials are used to make plumb bobs? 

7. Outside the English speaking world, what are plumb bobs called? 

8. Are there many plumb bob collectors in the world? 

9. How much plumb bobs do you have or how much plumb bob shapes exist? 

10. How do you get information about plumb bobs? 

11. Are there any museums or exhibitions with plumb bobs? 

12. How heavy is the lightest and heaviest plumb bob? 

13. How do you get plumb bobs? 

14. How expensive are plumb bobs? 

15. What is special about plumb bobs? 

16. Are there any patented plumb bobs? 

17. What things are called plumb bob? 

18. Are plumb bobs still produced in our days? 

19. Why do people collect plumb bobs? 

20. Why do you collect also levels, inclinometers and chalk lines? 
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THE PLUMMET / PLUMB BOB OF WASHINGTON MONUMENT  

in Washington D. C. U. S. A. (14 pp) 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. INFORMATION FROM OLD BOOKS 

3. DATA RELATIVE TO WASHINGTON MONUMENT 

4. BENT IN THE SUN 

5. THREE PLUMMET WIRES during construction 

6. THE LONGEST WIRE PENDULUM OF THE WORLD? 

7. THE PLUMMET OF THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT 

8. WHY DID THEY INSTALL THE PLUMMET? 

9. WHERE WAS THE SYSTEM LOCATED? 

10. MR. GREEN INSTALLED THE PLUMMET 

   APPARATUS 

11. PLUMMET IN VESSELS CONTAINING LIQUID 

12. AN OWL ON A CLOCK OF PRESIDENT HAYES AND 

   THE PLUMMET 

13. HIGHEST BUILDING IN 1884 

14. WHERE IS THE PLUMB BOB NOW? 

15. CONCLUSION 
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TIDBITS OF CURIOUS INFORMATION ON THE SUBJECT OF PLUMB BOBS (20 pp) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. ANCIENT PLUMB BOB FROM A SWISS MUSEUM 

3. ANCIENT CARPENTER’S TOOLS 1874 

4. ANCIENT PLUMB BOBS FROM POMPEII / GREECE 

5. PLUMB BOB AS AN EXCUSE 

6. PLUMB BOB, RULE AND SPACER COMBINED 

7. PLUMB BOB AS A WEAPON 

8. ACCIDENT BY USING A PLUMB BOB 

9. MECHANICAL PLUMB BOB 

10. PLUMB BOB MOLD 

11. DO IT YOURSELF PLUMB BOB HOLDER 

12. THE DEVICE THAT WOULD PUT AN END TO PLUMB BOBS 

13. NEW SHAPES OF MINING PLUMMETS 

14. WINGED MINING PLUMB BOB 

15. PLUMB BOB HOLDER FOR TRANSIT LEG 

16. PROBLEMS WITH HOLLOW FILLED PLUMB BOBS (1896) 

17. THE SHAPE DEBATE 

18. PLUMB BOBS IN THE NEPEAN TUNNEL IN AUSTRALIA 1888 

19. CONCLUSION 
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ANATOLIAN / OTTOMAN PLUMB BOBS (26 pp) 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. DIFFENT TYPES OF OTTOMAN PLUMB BOBS 

3. REGION 

4. TYPE 1 

5. TYPE 2 

6. TYPE 3 

7. TYPE 4 

8. TYPE 5 TERAZI (balance) 

9. USE OF TYPE 5 AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

10. SU TERAZI (water towers) 

11. WHAT WAS USED LATER? 

12. PLUMB BOBS ON TOMB STONES etc. 

13. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

14. CONCLUSION 

15. SUPPLEMENT for Fellow Collectors from France (en français) 
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“PLUMB BOB” meets “PLANE”. 

THE PLANE MUSEUM Gerhard Schmitz  

in Langenfeld / Germany (14 pp) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. WELCOME 

3. VISITORS 

4. PLUMB LEVELS 

5. PLUMB BOBS 

6. CHALK LINES 

7. WOODWORKING TOOLS 

8. BASEMENT / STORAGE 

9. LOOK FORWARD 
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SOME NEW PATENTS ABOUT PLUMB BOBS (10 pp) 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. PLUMB BOB BARBARA 

3. INVENTOR JUSTUS A. TRAUT 

4. FISH LURE AND HOOK RETRIEVER 

5. PLUMB BOB INVENTED by R. PEACOCK 1968 

6. PLUMB BOB PATENT from 2007 
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LEAD AS MATERIAL FOR PLUMB BOBS (8 pp) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. WHAT IS LEAD? 

3. HISTORY OF LEAD 

4. THE RELATION BETWEEN THE WORD 

   “LEAD” AND THE WORD “PLUMB” BOB 

5. USE OF LEAD IN PLUMB BOBS 

6. PICTURES FO LEAD PLUMB BOBS 

7. CONCLUSION 
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PLUMB BOB AS INCLINATION INDICATOR IN WELL HOLES (11 pp) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

2. PATENTS 

3. US 802071 W. R. BAWDEN 1905 CLINOMETER 

4. US 1738589 E. KOPPL 1929 INCLINATION 

   INDICATOR 

5. US 2139899 Frank L. BUS 1938 DEPTH  

  MEASURING DEVICE 

6. Etc. 

7. CONCLUSION 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All these issues are available as single issues and complete for 2009 on 

www.plumbbob.de  
 

Also available on this website are: 

the 50 articles from 2007 about PATENTED PLUMB BOBS  

and the 13 articles from 2008. 

 

 

Enjoy this special information for plumb bob collectors 

Wolf Ruecker 

plumbobwolf@t-online.de  
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