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 WR PATENT NEWS # 2007-32 

PATENT US151521 TRAUT 1874 Plumb Bobs 

THEME: STANLEY internal reel 

The second patent in my collection for a real plumb bob (not pendulum or combinations tools) 
is US151521 TRAUT 1874 PLUMB-BOBS (The first patent is US138790 G.B.COWLES 1873 
PLUMB-BOBS). This one is so excellent, that it works still in our times and it was imitated by 
a lot of factories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the drawing we don’t 
see a STEEL TIP. 
 
No MATERIAL for the 
BODY and the FRAME 
is mentioned in the 
patent. 
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The STANLEY plumb bobs are marked either on the BODY with the patent 
information ”PATD APR. 28, 
1874” or on the REEL with 
“STANLEY MADE IN USA”  

The patent information on the 
body is NOT the patent date June 
2, 1874, but the FILING DATE. 
In 1874 the difference was 2 
months only, but later the patent 
offices needed 2 years and more 
between FILED and 
PUBLISHED. 

Normally the tools are marked “PATENT PENDING” without a date or with the 
PUBLICATION DATE.  

USING THE PLUMB BOB: 
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The STANLEY was produced in 3 types: The STANLEY was produced in 3 types: 

• #1 BRASS 8 oz called “SMALL” with steel point • #1 BRASS 8 oz called “SMALL” with steel point 
• #2 BRASS 13 oz called “LARGE” with steel point 

and later in a cat. 1902we find a 
• #2 BRASS 13 oz called “LARGE” with steel point 

and later in a cat. 1902we find a 
• #5 IRON 13 oz with steel point • #5 IRON 13 oz with steel point 

Here are some catalogue pages: 
GURLEY 1874, QUEEN & CO 1887(#1 and # 2)
Here are some catalogue pages: 
GURLEY 1874, QUEEN & CO 1887(#1 and # 2)  and BINGHAM 1902 (with #5) 
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Some pictures of ORIGINAL and IMITADED STANLEY ADJUSTABLE PLUMB BOBS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remark by Nelson Denny: THE TRAUT PATENT IS BY FAR THE MOST 
SUCCESSFUL UNIVERSAL BOB FOR PROVIDING A REEL TO ROLL UP THE 
STRING AND ALSO WORKS WELL TO MAKE ONE HANDED ADJUSTMENTS 
TO THE LENGTH OF THE PLUMB LINE. OF COURSE BECAUSE THE REEL IS 
NOT SPRING DRIVEN IT TAKES A BIT OF ENERGY TO COIL UP THE STRING 
AFTER USE. 

 

 

 


