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 WR PATENT NEWS # 2007-21 

Patent US668998 NAPIER 1901 

Patent US316530 DOWNIE & HARDIN 1885 

Design patent US206765 EVANS 

 

After talking about chalk lines last week I will show you today and next week patented 
combinations of plumb bob and chalk line. 

Thanks to Riccardo for the excellent pictures of the NAPIER in his collection. 

The tip of the tool is a little bit different as shown in the patent drawing.  
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The oldest combination plumb bob / chalk line that I found was: 
 patent US316530 DOWNIE & HARDIN 1885 LINE CHALKER AND PLUMB BOB 

It is a very simple solution (Fig 1): Box with powder and plumb bob fixed on a line that goes through the powder, 
or a modification (Fig 2): plumb bob shape filled with powder. 

His INVENTIONS      and his CLAIMS 

In this very first patent the inventor didn’t write about details as “How is the 
entry and exit of the line” etc. The use of this tool would be very dirty, 
because the powder came out of the body after short time of use. The abrasion 
of a brass guide you can see is this small picture of one of my Chinese chalk 
line / plumb bob.☺.
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Patent US668998 NAPIER 1901 is the first real working combination that works correctly as a chalk line and as 
a plumb bob.  Pictures see page 1. 
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Napier’s INVENTION     RUBBER or like BUSHING or PACKING 

 

The FOLLOWER  

His CLAIM
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One of the modern chalk lines that we find often is the Design patent US 206765. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


