
WOLFGANG RUECKER  Jan. 30, 2007   
GERMANY 
wolfg.ruecker@t-online.de 
 

PATENT NEWS FOR PLUMB BOB COLLECTORS 
 

 Page 1 of 4 WR PATENT NEWS 2007-05.doc 

 

WR Plumb bob collectors PATENT NEWS # 2007-05 

Today I present   

- the FRENCH patent FR408828 CAMION FRERES 1909  
- and similar US patents from 
- 1892 FULLER, 1899 NACKE, 1912 PAUL and 1963 BEAN 

All these patents have to do with RETRACTABLE TIP. 
As always you will find the complete original files attached to the email. 

This French patent shows an Architect plumb bob with a 
retractable tip (not to protect the tip, but to protect the 
trouser pocket of the Architects. 
I found this plumb bob in two catalogues only: 

CAMION FRERES France from 1912 and 

 

 

 

 FORGES DES VULCAIN France 1914 

Later I did not find anything similar in France. Perhaps it was not a best seller. 
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The FULLER patent US485376 1892 says: 

“…... the object of my invention is to furnish a 
plumb bob with an extensible point which 
may be advanced from time as its 
extremity is worn away………..” 

 

 

 

 

 

The NACKE patent US630262 1899 says: 
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The PAUL patent US1025828 1912 says: 

“ ….The primary object of the invention is the provision of a plumb ob in which the tip 
thereof is so mounted that the same may recoil when meeting an obstruction…… 
….Another object of the invention is the provision of a bob in which the suspension 
member thereof when not in use is prevented from being snarled or tangled…. 
…the weight and size thereof may be readily increased or decreased according 
to the character of work with which the same is to be employed… 
…. A still further object …… of a bob which is simple in construction, thoroughly 
reliable and efficient in operation, and inexpensive in manufacture…… 
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The BEANS patent US3113387 1963 says: 

“… the invention lies in specific constructional details which increase the useful life 
of the device… 
…if the same is accidental dropped…it will become damaged. … In conventional 
construction, the point is normally a part of the entire body of the device so that a 
replacement is not possible. 
…a plumb bob having a retractable point which may be moved to a position within 
the body of the plumb bob wherein accidental dropping of the same will not result 
in damage to the point. 
… still another object….is provided for selectively locking the point within the 
body of the plumb bob for carrying, or storing the same in condition whereby 
accidental damage to the point cannot occupy. 
.. the cost of fabrication may be of a reasonably low order, with consequent wide 
sale, distribution and use… 
.. A feature of the invention lies in the provision of interchangeable upper plumb 
bob bodies, wherein the weight of a plumb bob may be adjusted to suit individual 
requirement.” 

 

 


