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0. INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear Fellow Collector, 

 

Usually we think that only workers like masons, 

carpenters etc. use plumb bobs to verify the 

verticality of their work. 

 

But there are also other people who use plumb 

bobs in unusual, imaginative and sometimes 

whimsical ways. Today I will illustrate the use of 

plumb bobs in relation to other activities not 

normally associated with ñworkò and ñtoolsò used 

to perform work. 

 

The sources for the material in this newsletter are 

old patents, old books or newspapers and the 

world wide web. 
 

1. CYCLING 
To get the right position on a bicycle a plumb bob 

is used
A
: 

 

 

An offer
B
: 

Plumb Bob 

Brass Plumb Bob 

with waxed 

string. Small size 

-  stows easily into 

Bike Fit Systems 

Cleat Screw Kit, 

measuring 1" in 

length .             

$ 10.95  
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2. KITE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a 1910 French newspaper
C
 

Translated from the French original: 

 

Angle Indicator for a KITE 

ñI tried to make an angle indicator for a kite. It 

consists of one quarter of a circle whose center is 

equipped with a plumb line indicating the angle of 

the scale graduated cable retainer kite with the 

horizon at the same time against each other cable 

and part b, the instrument is maintained and 

steadily and can slide downwards. The center of 

the quadrant is pierced with a tiny hole through 

which a wire ending in a ball of lead (p), this 

thread is the index of the scale. The dimensions 

shown relate to one quadrant with a degree equal 

to 2 millimeters, to make the scale easier to 

perform and also reading less tiring. The central 

recess is designed to make the device lighter, to 

distort the least possible information. The 

drawing shows the device placed on the cable 

ALBERT BENEZETò
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3. GOLF 
You want to improve your 

game of golf? 

There are more patents than 

you would imagine where a 

plumb bob is proposed to 

improve your game. 

Here some examples: 

 

I learned on a web site
D
 that 

there exists a special  

GOLFER TYPE plumb bob! 

THE PLUMB BOB GUY 
ñPlumb-Bob Guy evaluates a 

putt from every direction. First 

they stand behind the ball and 

plumb-bob their putter as if they are surveying 

new road construction. They don't feel confident 

until they consult a U.S. Corps of Engineers 

topographic map they have spread out on a Black 

and Decker Workmate set up on the green. Then 

they take a soil sample to determine moisture 

content and grass variety. By this time you've sat 

in the fairway so long waiting for them to clear 

the green you get hungry so you build a fire and 

roast hot dogs.ò 

 

This could be correct. I found some patents that 

show members of this type J 
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