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1. INTRODUCTION 
Dear Fellow Collectors, 

I was asked recently by a Fellow Collector from the United States to write about English plumb bobs. My 

fir st reaction was that I have insufficient information to fill 10 pages on this subject. Later, after searching 

my archives I found more illustrations of tools from England and the countries of the former British 

Commonwealth. Additionally, in my box of catalogue pages I found enough material to start a newsletter on 

this topic. Riccardo Chetoni from Italy is preparing a book about English Plumb Bobs, but it will be a while 

before it is ready for publication. Finally, I asked some friends to support me with pictures. Thus, thanks to 

Nelson in Connecticut, Riccardo in Italy, Karl-Heinz in Germany, Richard in Wales and all the other Fellow 

Collectors who helped me to write and illustrate this issue. 

Ultimately, I assembled so much material, that I decided to divide the article on this subject into two parts. 

This month I will deal with English Plumb Bobs from the BRITISH ISLES, Part 1, then next month, English 

Plumb Bobs from the Former Members of the BRITISH COMMONWEALTH, Part 2. (Australia, New 

Zealand, India and Canada.) 

Unfortunately I have no histories of the ñmakersò at hand. Hopefully this Newsletter will stimulate 

those readers who have information to contribute it to the cause of a better understanding of English 

manufactured plumb bobs. 
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2. WHAT IS INTERESTING IN ENGLISH PLUMB BOBS? 
 

I asked some Fellow Collectors why they love English plumb bobs. Here are the answers:  

- DIVERSITY AND VARIETY OF SHAPES  

- BEAUTIFUL SHAPES 

- Highly ORNATED 

- WELL MADE 

- POLISHED BRASS 

- HEAVY 

- BEAUTIFULLY FORMED BODIES 

- REFINED 

- AN UNUSUAL VARIETY OF MATERIALS such as BRASS, IVORY, IRON, WOOD  

- Etc. 

And Nelson wrote me: ñYOU KNOW, I CANôT THINK OF A COUNTRY THAT HAS PRODUCED MORE 

PLUMB BOBS FROM RARE MATERIALS, NEVER INTENDED FOR USE AS TOOLS, SOMETIMES 

REFERRED TO AS ñGENTLEMANôSô TOOLSò, PRODUCED FOR DECORATIVE OR CEREMONIAL 

USESéééI THINK THAT THIS IS REALLY WHERE ENGLAND SHINES.ò 

 

I agree with these statements completely. Below I will let speak the pictures for themselves. 

3. ENGLAND; makers 

3.1. CHESTERMAN Sheffield 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CATALOGUE 1934 
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3.2. COOKE, TROUGHTON & SIMMS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MERCURY in the cat looks 
like STARRET USA. 
 
S239 self winding is unknown 
to me. 






























