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0. INTRODUCTION 

Dear Fellow Collector, 

 

Over the years I have attempted to make inroads on the dissemination of information on the subject of plumb 

bobs. At first it was unclear how many men had been captivated by the appeal of these simple tools. In time I 

have discovered that there is a significant community spread worldwide that have for one reason or another 

have assembled collections of examples, sometimes rare, sometimes mundane, of this universally known 

tool. 

One of the sad realities of plumb bob collecting is that it is a somewhat isolated activity. Although of late 

there has been a sharing of information on this topic, it is relatively rare for most collectors to be able to 

share the depth of their collections. For this reason I have embarked on a plan, a questionnaire about special 

plumb bobs from the collections of my readers that for one reason or another, are noteworthy. 

Most contributors found it difficult to isolate just one example to illustrate each question or topic so I was 

pleased with the number of illustrations each respondent provided. The result shows the diversity of our 

hobbyé.. 

This Newsletter is not an end to this inquiry. If YOU want to contribute too, feel free to send me an email 

with your own special selections; they will be posted in future editions. Thank you. 

 

Remark: 
In the text I use the following initials from collectors who sent me back the answers and allowed me to publish their names: 
BR = Bernard Ridens USA; DB = Dogan Basak TR; DR = Dale Riedesel USA; EK  = Eric Klimp NL;  

JA = José Asturias Rudeke GT; JMT  = Jean-Marc Tranchant FR; KB  = Ken Burris USA; KHR = Karlheinz Riess GER; 

 MM  = Michel Mailhot CA; ND = Nelson Denny USA; RC = Riccardo Chetoni I; DJ = Dick (Richard) Jones GB;  

WRo = Wayne Robbins USA; JW = John Wittersheim USA; WRu = Wolf Rücker GER 

In the FOOTNOTES on the last page you will find the publications, where you can read more details.  
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Here are some answers from the readers of the 

PLUMB BOB NEWS: 

1. YOUR OLDEST plumb bob? 

 

 

DB: bought from 

Austria, according 
to the seller from c. 
4th century AD, 
370gr 
 

 

DR: this bob is an Ottoman from 

Turkey and I assume very old 
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EK : My oldest bob is a 

detector find from Amsterdam. 
I think it is about 16/17th 
century and made of lead. 
 
 
 

JA:  No significant old 

plumb bob. I do have a c. 

XIV archipendolo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JMT : believed to be 

Roman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KB : 1-3 AD Roman Plumb 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ND: FOUND AT ANCIENT 
CITY OF NIKOPOLIS AD 

ISTRUM IN THE 

EASTERN ROMAN 

EMPIRE PROVINCE OF 

MOESIA INFERIOR. 

(PRESENT DAY 

BULGARIA) c. 3
rd
 Century 

AD 

 
 
 
 

DJ: This is my oldest 1880ôs or 
there aboutôs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RC: oldest found in 

Athens, Greek. Stone. 
2500 years old ??? 
 
 
 
 

2. YOUR BIGGEST / HEAVIEST 
plumb bob? 

 

DB: from British 

shipyards, 7kg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRo:  

The Laird plumb bob 
2
 

is my largest bob and 
weighs 8 pounds, 2 oz.   
I feel it is also my most 
beautiful one, and my 
most valuable. 
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DR: This bob is a mining or shaft bob 

it weighs 45 pounds and is 18 inches 

tall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EK: Biggest one, 10 inches 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KB : 10ò long , 12 lbs used on 
10 story bank building in the 

60ôs in Albuquerque, NM   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DJ: talest, 

biggest, 

heaviest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ND: from the seller: As for the plumb bob (16 

in long), in the earlier years we used it mostly 
on bridge and trestle projects to transfer 
centerline control to the ground in connection 
with re-driving wood and steel bridge pile 
bents. Also used it over some of the coastal 
lakes on the Coos Bay Branch between 
Reedsport and CoosBay. This was usually 
necessary in order to transfer centerline when 
replacing upper portion of bents above water 
with fabricated frame bents. The piling below 
water level was sound so existing bents 
would be cut-off when water level was lowest 
in the lakes and the new frame bents would 
be set on the freshly cut-off piling. From 
talking to some of the older guys, the plumb 
bob was probably around as far back as the 
20's or 30's, maybe earlier. 
 

 

 

 

 

ND: Named 

ñESMERALDAò 

for her voluptuous 

and exotic 

proportions, she 

intimidates my 

collection with 

never ending 

demands for group 

encounters. Sheôs 

hollow and over 

18ò from tip to toe. 

Her purported use, 

construction 

erection. 

(Arrow shows the 

smallest bob) 
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3. YOUR SMALLEST plumb bob? 

 

DB: on a business card: 23mm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BR: The small one I 

mentioned is in fact in the 

analytical balance photo I sent 

you a year or so back. 

(German balance August 

Sauter, sold in Chicago) 

 

 

 

 

 

DR: this bob is a charm, it weighs 0.05 oz. 

and is 0,40 inches tall 

 

 

 

 

 

EK : Smallest bob, 3 cm, also a detector 

find 
 

 

 

JA: From a Keuffel & Esser optical 

square (Ï 3/4ò, 1ò) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DJ: I am not sure if this is a 

bob or is it a mouse for 

threading the cords through box 

frame windows. 

 

 

WR:  I have a lot 

of very small ones. 

Most from 

balances / scales 

or parts of old 

instruments. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. YOUR MOST BEAUTIFUL 
plumb bob? 

 

DB: 185gr Ottoman Type 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR: this bob is English, 

weighs 69 oz., is 7 3/4 

inches tall, Plymouth dock, 

animal and floral etchings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EK:  
Most beautiful, 
sorry I got three 
FAVORITE BOBS 
the first 2 with 
their original 

spacers.3 
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JA: Mint and boxed largest Leistner PB,
4
 

 

 

KB : Ivory w/ sterling silver 

point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DJ: With so many bobs it is 

very difficult to select the 

most beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ND:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHR : some home made brass plumb bobs from a 

very good friend 

 

 


























