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CONTINUATION OF PART 1

1. INTRODUCTION

Dear Fellow Collectar

in ATHE TOOL SHEDO ™publisghedrby GRAFTS of r
New Jersey Peter Habicht wrote about BRITISH TO@Qh& only plumb
bobsyié more and more we are heari:i
really we sé$éhbhaldoslay. fnEBamnyiof us
that Scotland is not a part of England. Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ire
are a part of Britain, or more correctly the United Kingdom (UK). It was n
too long ago that Scotland had its own monarchy nBeday Scotland has
its own parliament and banké Eng
principal manufacturers of woodworking tools in Britéird | agree with
Peter Habicht, but for the PLUMB BOB NEWS | will use the term
ENGLAND for the countries of thenited Kingdom and in part 2 we will
write about the other countries of the BRITISH COMMONWEALTH, as |
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and India. It is a simplification for all of 1} =
foreign collectors. :
Peter Habict® remark about British plumb bobsOneBritish tool that has |
been very popular with the American collector for several years is the
plumb bob. The British bobs tend to be more ornate and shapely than
American counterpartsThe more welknown ones are onion or turnif
shaped. Many fothese were manufactured by Edward Preston and Will
Marples, and range in sizes from(Q0oz)to 12 (4 Ibs). For the most par
however the British bobs were unmarked, other than being stamped wit
owner 6s initials or n amBrdish anl Amdritae
bobs is patented and mechanical plumb bobs. While American ones abo %
know of only fourteen patented or mechanized British plumb bobs. Any i yuu '

who have read THE PLUMB LINBy BRUCE CYNAR are familiar with large numbers of maeized,
Americanp at ent ed pl umb bobs from the | ate 1800s int

! http://www.craftsofnj.org/toolshed/The Tool Shed.htm
2 REMARK: Your canreadand downloadhe completd HE PLUMB LINE CONTINUUM onwww.plumbbobcollectors.infon
the page: THE PLUMB LINE.
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2. LAIRD SHIPYARD

Let ds start o ur tothecountries of the Brikh Commonweaishbuitting a ship o
SHIPYARD in Liverpool As you know from the Part, some very interesting plumb bobs were used in the
shipbuilding trades.

Wayne Robbins from Oregpb/SAtold me in Dec 2008 about a very interesting plumb fooim his

collectiond é pertaining to John Laird and the plumb bob that was possibly used to help build one of the most
famous ships of history, the CSS Alabama during our Civil

Wayne, thank you for the pictures and the story.

The plumb bolfsee page59) s mar ked JOHN LAI RD BOHEAD and MOUL
It is from brass, weight8 Ibsand is8 % inhigh.
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Some information thatvayne found aboutis plumb bolare used iran article written byHerb Kean in
September 2038John Laird washe John Laird of Laird Company of Birkenhead, one of the most famous

shipbuilding yards in all England.
Figureabove left: drawing, how the plumb bob was used to build the ships of the 1800s.
Figure above right: Birkenhead shipyard

fiPlumb bobs on shipyards are used for: aligning the hull to the center of the building ways; and for
checking structures within theuthto dimensions placed on the floor of the ways, such as the centers of the
rudder, shaft line, length of vessel, beam of,farid checking structures for vertical, such as the mast. Some
masts are deliberately set with a rearward angle for increaseddprThis is done by offsetting the plumbed
distance from the top of the mast to the base of the gast. t i
become clear that the plumb bob was an important tool in
shipbuilding. This bob is stamped MOULD ROOM, as that is wh
it was used. The moutdom, or mould loft as it was more
commonly referred to, was one of the first steps in shipbuilding.
was a large building or sheltered area in a shipyard for laying o
full-sized templates (or moulds) of the hull structure compsnent |
from the construadbn drawings. The moulds, which were made ou
of thinwobodwer e used to shapefithe
For the story about the CSS ALABANigure right from Wikipedia),
and the CIVIL WAR see WIKIPEDIA:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CSS_Alabama

® THE PLUMB BOBTHAT WAS INVOLVED IN THE CIVIL WAR CONSPIRACY by Herb Kean with research by Wayne
Robbins.Published in THE TOOL SHED number 153 September 2008 by CRAFTS of New Jersey.
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3. PLUMB BOBS IN AUSTRALIA

| got alist of Australian plumb bob makeos distributors
Unfortunately, | am only able to illustrate some from my own filedMore pictures of these
Abrandso woappreciatbde gr eat | vy

- BAWYA

- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

- ERECTORS INC. PTY

- HERGA & CO. (Brisbane?)

- JAMES WATT TOOLS

- MHW

s S 10 S

LUKE MURAS LTD (marked WITH THE
COMPLIMENTS OF LUKE MURAS Ltd)
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TELSTAR ESDAILE

- CARTER TOOLS (logo: C overlaying T Parramatta, NSV¥945
- 1955

Carter Brothers started manufacturé&Sydney after th&/W |
andcontinued on as Carter Tools Pty Ltd, the company cease
manufacturing operations in 1960.

Different shape found with CT
identification
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A lot of plumb bobs sold in Australia are produced in Germany by GAMPPER and
marked with the distributérs | ogo, | i BODMARNK EARFMANM &c.
see WOLFO6S PLUMB -81l0B NEWS 2008

- W.H.PLUMB
Sidney

- PAULCALL ( PAULGS MERCHA)NIy®ey, NSwWy Lt d

HERE IS ENOUGH PAPER FREE
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
ABOUT AUSTRALIAN PLUMB BOBS.J

4 PTY LTD Propriety Limited (company structure in Australia)
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Some unmarked plumb bofrsem my collection
bought inAUS. | am rot sure if they arall
produds of Australia.

A homemade Aplumb b
filled with lead. | am not sure if it was used
as a plumb bob or had another use.

"ass body

A very heavy lead plumb bob
with a long iron tip. It seems to
be factory made.
Unfortunately, it has a broken
neck.L

But it works, because it has an
iron rod cast through the body.

Figure right:
Similar to the item above, but smaller

Figure left:
Full brass with steel tip
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